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4e HOT much AO Taetung has exprassed Aie ovm theaghtsa in writd up, elthor | 
peaned by himself or recorded by othere from his SGHIe Cee YLORS and suceches , 

is unknewm. In 1950, the Publiertion Burcau af the Horthens: LOVernnewe 

put out a copy of tho "Selected Werks of MAG Teowtung”, » consisting of ohows 

1,000 printed pages which, 4f translated into Enelish. woulé pun ta abert i 

620,000 worda. The 20.000 capice of the Mret edition vere rapidly ‘ 


aa up, There wi ll be no veprimt of this eiition, simee there are maw 

flewa, including seme seething reer ce. on, leading povsonniitice of the perty, 
Like int fd=toen, im the days of intra-rerty sbruge le. A new edition ig hed ne i 
ale la for publi ieation sons tine Chis surmor as advertised in the DAver s i 
pad 1G WILL consist of abowt 1.500 pezes to include some nev pleses 6ull 
ee the Piles, Soe far ar it can he found out, all those wri tints reoregent 
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wAO's cm written or verbal expressions of his thought, and not the work of 
those under him. In these writings, he expressed himself as ana with Libtie ‘ 
theoretical training, but ono schoolad in practienl life. 
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mo With a few exceptions, almost 611 of his webLlings doal with practical measures 
of the day. They ere in the forms of ordors te the Perpty and te polit ae 
and militery organizations, epcec ia to ouall groupe, eee ete OL current 
issuon for Parts y papers . and peuphiccs on fundementel policies, such eas his 
"New Lenooracy »" "Coo.li tioned Covernric: vb" ond the re com pale 6 3 Demec orate ae) 
Dietatorchip." Among the very few theoreties) works is his "On Preecties. 
which was recently widely primted in the press of the Sovies Union in the 
Russien language, though it wae oritcen in 1038, 


$0 "On Practice." which was extolled my the Rusctaucs as a good pleca of worl 
on VarxisteLonist theory, desis with the question of the reel source of 
xnowladce in general, aad knowledges of vovolwthion in + gartiouler, Ib 
expounds on the truige, cbwiously new to MAO. that theoretical knowLlodga ; 
stemg ultinstely fron. the practical experience of men, bub in order to 
necewa reliable, this knowledge has te go through the preeces of ie eee 
systenatisation, whieh in turn must be constently verified and imprered by 
practical experience again. The article was couched in oe. terms, 
the use of which wes not consistently socrect, but still it shove he did make 
am attempt in the dirsetion of theoretical learning in the midet of heawy 
practieal dutics, 
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That attempt was not made volumterily, for the article was written at the 

eud of the long Merch, shortly efter “AO assumed undisputed loacersaig of 

the movenent, as an anavor to the attacks against him as an ignoramus in 

th: theorotice] Imavledce of UsrxisneLeninism by party mombors Like 

CH'EN Shaceyu, These mon had returned from abroad with the reading knowledge 
of foreign languazos at a time when there wore very few Chineso tranalaticns 
in this field, and MAO weads only Chinese. After the publication of this 
artiole, the Party rani and file was evidently impressed tith azid accepted 1h 
theoretical prowess, strong ecough to be the leader of the party. Also 
shortly after this ceme the rectification movement, which enong other things, 
calls for the relinauishnent of useless and infantile, pure theories, and 

his theoretical crities like CH'EN were relegated to a secondary position. 
From then on, it war WAG the practical man who took up the reins. Fron 

this and a few other articles of theoretical character it would appear thet 
MAQ dees have the ability for complicated abstract thinking, but this faculty 
is uot fully developed. 


His exticles on practical affairs, cover a very wide field, ranging from 
military end aduinistrabtive problems to the organization of mass movements» 
Wis exelysis in all these cuses scoms to be practical, methodical, and in 
ereat detail, Hia writings on military affairs, for oxample, represent the 
analytical summary of bis long personal experienes in guerrilla fighting. “is 
views on ecoacnic problems stem from his hendling of aimple oconcmsie situations 
in the early days of Klengsi provincial Red soverwmient through the period 

of war bases in the Japanese rear down to the present day, is articles on 
government show the long ovolution of his thoughts from the guerriila 
government of carly Kiengsi days through the nominal coalition government - 

or wnited front,of the wartime peried down to the prosent, Wis thoughts on 
mass movements ovolrod from his early dealing with the peasant movement, 

when he was head of the training center for cadres of tho peasant norenent 

in Canton in 1926, and widened to cover the orpanization of the masses of 

all circles. Uere, in the mattor of mass movement, he shows the ability to 
exploit even small dotails for his political purpese. For example, in a 
spooch ab a funeral fer an officer, he urged a public funeral ceremony 

for every worthy worker, using the occasion to get the people together and 

to fosus their attention on the camion cause of the revolution, injecting 

the sentiment of martyrdanm in. every death. 


In these practical writings, one dees not read high sounding or vague theories 
nor sueeping statements, but methodical arguments on practical points, 
noglecting not even the smallost details, In these discussions, he shewod s 
painful effort to employ Marxist terms so ac to show his learning in Marxism, 
put it is plein that he has built uz his complex set of knowle.ge end experience 
in practical affairs from simple bezinnings of actual Life and has couwtinued 
to learn empirically in the wein. “his dees net mean thet he does nat read, 
in.fect, it is said that he is a diligent veader, much more so thes most 
modern Chinese Isaders, such as CIILANG Kaieshek, But his linguistic ebllity 
limits him +o Chinese material, and people have frequently found him reading 
old Chinese classics for traditional stetesmen, like the voluminous set of 
Pon Chih pang Chien (A 26 i 482 ). Tow much of his thinking is derived from 
the Chinese classical sourcer is en important question for cereful study but 
a superficial study shows that the shrascology he used in bis weitings does 
earry a heavy classical neta, 

UAO's writings show consistency and Leng persistence of view. In 1050, right 
after the Communists assumed the roijna, a smber of his writings, widely 
published in newspaper and panphlot form.seb forth sone of the Tundemental 
principles of government and cesiel erganizntion for tho nation to learn and 
to follow, And his Selected Vorks 18 not published for pure academic 
reference but rather és a [ive guidanco for action now. And yet, very few 

of his published writings were written within the recent year or two. They 
were written one or tvs decades ego, Fer instance, his "New Deacersoy" 

and "Goalitioned Gowesmont”, . sich form the basis of the present Peking 
rovermment, were both wriiten tea yeers ago end had b.en used as the basic 
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principles of goverument in the so~callea liberated areas during the Jar 
and before the Conmunists assumed national pewera 


The present erveial policy of aliganont of the four classes of China society 
is based mainly upon LIAO’s article on the "analysis of Chine's Social 
Classes,” which was written in 1926, luch of the ectual organization of the 
agrarion reforn movement stems almost directly from his tro plecos of rather 
lengthy writing, on “Rural Investigation" which were published in 1920, 
although some aspects of the agrarian policy, such as what to do with the 


‘rich peasants, have been modified by changed circunstences at the present. 


The principle of defining the-class s satus of ‘the peasants and the condoning 
of excesses committed by cadres, such as beating up and insulting landlords 
as an evil necessary to destroy the deep-rooted prestige and power of the 
landlord class, were all contained in his ritings over two decades ago. 
Reading his old writings today egeinst the present happenings in China, 

one gets the feeling that most of them were written for the present moment. 


The consisteacy of and the long persistence of MAO's views and policy mean mere 
toward the succegs of his governnent than tho dogged determination of the 

man, ‘They mean pertly the possession of foresight, and partly the fubility 

ef expecting the government to change its fundanentel policies and views 20 
long as iiA9 stays, in power. This does not mean that he is inflexible in 

front of impossible odds, Ile has said in one place, thet the course of 
revolution is a zigzag, path, invelving mauy temporary concessions and even 
retrogression, Temporary. concessions he has given in the past and probebly 
will continue to give in the future, Bub the fundenental principles and 
objectives will probabiy never change. fhe long story of wartime cooperation 
with tho Kuoninteng stiongly objected to by nany leading Party men, but insisted 
upon by MAO, illustrates just this; and the illustration cannot be more evi dent 
than “MAO's own turning around to object to aay genuine cooperation with the 
Kuomintang at the time of the New Fourth Amy ineident, and later during 

the controversy over the constitutional issue. 


A burning domestic issue inside Red China is the sovermmont's renl intention 
in the disposal of the middle class, Will the Chinese middle class suffer 

the samo fate as Russia's in the interin after Lenin's UCT was -wb inte effect, 
or will its existence have longer grace during LIAO's progrem of Now Democracy 
as a transition to socialism? iJAO's New Democratic program bears close 
resemblance to the policy and conditions in tho five years following 1924, wher 
Lenin made temporary concessions to private interests, So experience of the 
USSR seems to be Chinats model, On the other hand, MAG, as expressed in 

his writings, seems to consider China's middle class very important in 

Chinats social structure, and so he may mean what he says when he meintairs 
thet the pertod of New Democracy in which the existence of the middia class 

is permited may last fifteen to twenty years. Ile hes reiterated China's society 
is shaped like an olive, ler;e in the middle and tapering off at the two ends, 
and that no policy will succeed if it does not try to win the support of 

the middle clenents. 


This view on the middle class has caused repeated controversy in the Partya 
Lut, granting his sincerity in his exprossed policy towards the middle class, 


whieh affects a good number of other vitel issues, the duration of this 


policy will depend on the balance of power betareen him and the internationslist 
group, which insists upon following tae USCR model with little alteration 
or consiceration for the native sevtings 


His policy of alignmont with the USSR is a consistent one, as soc. from hie 
early writings down to very recent ones, thougi how close and exclusive such 
alignment should be remains a question. Very probably his eariiest activity 
in Hunan in 1923 and 192), organizing the peasants there, were financed by 

the Soviets, as hinted in the recently published History of the New Democracy 
Revolution", His support for the alliance with the USSR as a condition for 
Communist cooperation with the Kuomintang earlier was a strong and unequivocal 
ene, During the war when the Soviets made peace with the Axis Powers, MAG 
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wrote seathing articles areinst the Vestern comssrecies in Ruroos 
fomenting wer until Germeny turned on Ruscia: this was the anne 1 
by the Communi. st Party in the Unit: ne Stetes, de showed a certain snout 
friendliness ¢ toward Guo U.0. and some Ameticeis in Chiba Gurion hee war, 
so did the Soviets in the same eed 


Boon alter tho war ended, he sspidiy revertud uo the o 4 policy 
when Anerican aid weat to the Kucmatane side ¢ 0 the civil wer. 
return fron Chungking to Tenan, his articles avtackiog iurley p 
his present “lean to one aide” pelisy anc hia eamity beuard 
no olraumetance cea turn bin vvay ua thie lino, varbiaulerly 
to retein his leaderahip in the Pehy which corunins aorengy, 
baie wo Ho expressed himeolf preboy ol-arly, vhen + 
astablished, when he seid thet the UVorm et relation. if an 3 “be “| 
neAnen thet no revolution in Ching ca: hone to sicecad alone + 
assistance from abraod, and thet the pariy gaewld werk embertea 
oxpectation from the U.S. whieh has help:d the party's ones in ve 
SLVid War» 


oe 


up the 


With the comnitment on the scroan acvent.re, the terrific anbin~fmerinan 
propaganda campalen hes worked up such « hyeteria among the Carty meabere 
and their nor~ Party associates thet ih i+ virtually impossible fox BAO 
and the Party to allow the slichtest de-iabion from the dino, oven if they 
want to, short of e mayor change in th. internnd howar ebpucteres, or the 
0.8. exmmbing al} of the Pekine domcnd. 


JA0 ig no reformer, Throughout his puilie career, ace has Lean a cociealiet ‘ 
revelutionist in the tevest seasa. Ti«w fact thet he vas not educated in \ 


az 


Mosca makes Little difference in ti he wWrebinegs, he has 
repoatedly comdexued reformien as 4 ™! oF roachion araingst the rowa Lube on. 
He made offerte te win suppert fron fale duranc the Var; hovoewer, wes GUE, 
aa tae Derty assumed powar, he lost so time in melting it elenr to rho mrt 
took Liberelian is a subversive influaice, a form of Pedntionten’ that 
be quardcd araiast, The onby vrace ere xtod to the Iiberale and -afor 
the interim carioed in whisk tis ma! A peeeate themselves to learn end 
ay accept unconditionally the Cormuniet ¢omtrine. itho Co eeee ch LO Utiaue guard 
thoroughly Stmiin's diebhineticn Dee 68 revolutionias and reformers or 
liberals of oli shades, as ha stated ii bis"listery of the Communi s- a 
of the USSR." A revolutionist secaedi se to NAG's or tinge 2 A Thee 
by his (firm conviction in the thorouch destruction of the coniteli: 
by revolution and net. refemn. eral by é Cteta VOrshap of the proletariy 
indefinite periad of trengiticn tocar! Cemmuniaa, Theso whe balwage 4 
wocessity of some change froma the cm talistic sysbes bet not im the sseond 
third pointe are guilty of misiesdam the course of the revolution and doom 
it to Padiure, and thorafore they ey oa reactionarias, inaat 
differentiates WAO fram the extremis sis his pabionce and his will, Emygacgs 
te take empla time to readucotsa the cavi Satore and recaloitrants in the pariod 
of trensition,. He said in ome ef hos we (8 yecoutly that, it is wromr te 
stand still and te refuse te leam dhe new ways of life. but it i¢ equally 
wrong to force icarmnine hastily. hetevor (AO's voltey torard reforucra 

and liberals, he newour was one ave yw thon, and Ae even his own Paohy ori tions 
aver aecused hin of beine are. ; 
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